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“[Falkner Evans’] playing and compositions are world class.”

Eric R.Quick, Allabout jazz.com





Falkner Evans is from Oklahoma, so perhaps it is not surprising that after some years leading a band that opened for visiting jazz artists, he went on the road with Asleep at the Wheel, the famous western swing band. However, four years was apparently enough, and in 1985, he moved to New York and returned to his first love, straight ahead jazz. He has had two long-standing trios, both featuring drummer Matt Wilson. In his current trio, bassist Beldon Bullock succeeds Cecil McBee. Although Evans is certainly the leader, both of these trios have been not only highly organized, but highly cooperative ventures. He gives his associates plenty of room to contribute and influence the music. You won’t here pyrotechnics next November, but you will hear intelligence, lyricism, and imagination from this fine piant/composer.
“Too much of what you see in the jazz world today is just a jam. That’s fine – if it is a jam session. But if you are trying to present this music in a serious way, there’s got to be that discipline, that interaction with other musicians that only comes from working together as a band.”

Falkner Evans
This trio benefits enormously from the contributions of bassist Belden Bullock and drummer Matt Wilson. Bullock has a beautuful deep sound and a wonderful imagination. He’s worked with Andrew Hill, Ahmad Jamal, Abdullah Ibrahim, and Ralph Peterson  - quite a pedigree.
“[Bullock] supplied a myriad of colouristic inflections which propitiated a delicious counterpoint to the composer's ideas.”

All about jazz, review of Abdullah Abrahim at the Chivas Jazz Festival

Drummer, composer, and bandleader Matt Wilson has played on over 160 recordings and has toured throughout the world. He was voted Jazz Drummer of the Year by the Jazz Journalists Association in 2003 and for the past three years has been voted Rising Star Drummer in the Downbeat International Critics Poll as well as gaining mentions in the Jazz Artist and Composer categories. There is no drummer - perhaps no musician - more widely prominent on the New York scene today. He’s no stranger to JazzNights, and has appeared here several times.

Here’s a nice summation of Mr. Wilson’s musical philosophy. It comes from a cover interview (with Lewis Nash and Jeff “Tain” Watts) in last November’s Downbeat. “If you can allow somebody to go some place and you’re not controlling it, that’s great. …I don’t have to say anything to them.  They know how to play their instrument. You trust them. Dewey [Redman] used to say, “Find people you love to play with and pick the music. A great band just seems to go.” 
And that is exactly what this one does.
Falkner Evans’ CDs

Level Playing Field (Evans, McBee, Wilson) Metropolitan Records 
Climbing the Gates (Evans, McBee, Wilson) CAP1004

Arc (Evans, Bullock, Wilson)  CAP 1008























