JazzNights (47)

The Jim Ridl Quartet

Music from Jim Ridl’s Blue Corn Enchilada Dreams

On Sunday, October 30th  at 4 pm, JazzNights will present the Jim Ridl Quartet featuring Terell Stafford (trumpet, flugelhorn), John Benitez (bass), and Francis Benitez (drums).

The concert will take place in the Jones/Hockaday barn-turned-modern house at 78 Moores Mill Mt. Rose Road, Hopewell.  We are asking for a contribution of $50 per person, and will send out a response form, directions, and a return envelope to everyone who reserves a place. You can email reservation requests to Mary at 

mary@wisnovsky.net (or by replying to this notice).

I was turned on to Jim Ridl by the always-reliable Mark Reboul, who told me that I had to catch Jim’s quartet at the Kitano last March. I did, and Mark was completely right – it was one of the best nights of the year. Ridl and Terell Stafford were in great form, and the rhythm section, anchored by John Benitez, was as good as they get. On this afternoon, Ridl, Stafford and Benitez  will be joined by John Benitez’ son, drummer Francis Benitez. My notes on the evening are almost embarrassingly over the top (well, no one gets to see them). We can anticipate a great afternoon.


"Seemingly unfettered by technical limitations, Ridl can move from an evocative sonic telling of a scene from his North Dakota childhood to a ferocious romp in an unconventional meter that would daunt all but the most adventurous of Jazz pianists.

Cadence


Mr. Ridl comes from that hotbed of jazz talent, North Dakota. After college at the University of Colorado, Denver, he eventually made is way East in 1990, and has been a fixture on the scene ever since, performing with the likes of  James Moody, Randy Brecker, Clark Terry, and Billy Hart as well as leading his own groups. He is a pianist of great virtuosity, and is completely at home in the modern idium. At the same time, he’s not only aware of the rich history of this art form, he’s at home there, too.

"...[Ridl is] an innovative force in jazz, a pianist of the highest caliber, a creative composer and improviser, and one of those rare musicians who stretches the art form even as he honors the established traditions."
Victor Schermer, All About Jazz

Those of you who heard Terell Stafford here  in May of 2010 when he led a group in an evening mostly devoted to Billy Strayhorn tunes, know what to expect from this brilliant horn player. Here’s what McCoy Tyner had to say about him:

“[Terell Stafford] is one of the great players of our time, a fabulous trumpet player.” 

Who are we to argue?  He has a wonderful sound, fat but clear, and, like Ridl, is utterly fluent in modern music but aware and respectful of the past. 

John and Francis Benitez, father and son, bassist and drummer, complete the group. John is a member of some of today’s most interesting groups, including this one. He left Puerto Rico in 1993 to study with Ron Carter, and play with the best: Roy Hargrove, David Sanchez, Tito Puente, and on and on. I saw Mr. Benitez leading a wonderful group in Montreal this summer, among them two cubans,  altoist Yosvany Terry and pianist Manuel Valera, both very active in New York and both wonderful musicians. Don’t miss them!

And don’t miss this evening at the end of October!

Recommended CDs

Ridl  

Your Cheatin Heart, Dreambox, with Ron Kerber, J. D. Walter, Jef Lee Johnson, Steve Varner, Jim Miller

Door In a Field, Dreambox, with Daryll Hall, Mark Walker, Diane Monroe, Kathy Ridl, Jeffrey Solow

Jim Ridl Trio, Live, Dreambox, with Steve Varner, Jim Miller

Blues Liberations, Dreambox, solo piano

Stafford

This Side of Strayhorn, MaxJazz, with Tim Warfield, Bruce Barth, Peter Washington, Dana Hall

Benitez

Descarga in New York, Khaeron, with Luis Perdomo, Dafnis Prieto, Richie Flores, Ravi Coltrane

