JazzNights (48)

Three For All

Craig Handy, Boris Kozlov, Johnathan Blake

On Sunday, December 4th  at 4 pm, JazzNights will present the cooperative trio, Three For All, featuring Craig Handy (saxophones), Boris Kozlov (bass), and Johnathan Blake (drums).

The concert will take place at the home of Judy Brodsky and Michael Curtis, 53 Clarke Court, Princeton.  We are asking for a contribution of $50 per person. We will send out a response form, directions, and a return envelope to everyone who reserves a place. 

_______________________________________________

Please note:  If you reserve now but later find that you can't make it, please let us know. We often have a waitlist and can use the space, sometimes even at the last moment. The last two JazzNights had waitlists that didn’t clear because we didn’t know who wasn’t coming. We try to keep the costs as low as possible and "no-shows" not only have to be covered from our pockets but eventually raise the price for everyone.

We are asking for a contribution of $50 per person, and will send out a response form, directions, and a return envelope to everyone who reserves a place. You can email reservation requests to Mary at: 

mary@wisnovsky.net (or by replying to this notice).

Craig Handy came to New York from California in 1986, and is a graduate of two of jazz’s greatest “universities,” the bands of Betty Carter and Art Blakey. There have been more formal academic institutions in his life (the famous Berkeley High School program and North Texas State, schools that have produced legions of today’s best musicians), but it’s my guess  that Carter and Blakey were at least as important.

 “[Handy] reveals in every solo an elegantly intelligent structure. And Handy always finds lyricism in the eye of a hurricane.”

                                                  Thomas Conrad, CD Review

He’s distinguished by his “big” sound on tenor – there is nothing “thin” about him. And there can be an edginess to his playing, perhaps derived from his experience with Haitian and salsa bands or from the organized chaos that is the Mingus Big Band and Mingus Dynasty. By the way, Mr. Handy can be seen in Robert Altman’s Kansas City – he’s the Coleman Hawkins character.

Boris Kozlov took quite another route to his place as one of the most prominent jazz bassists – Moscow’s Children’s Music School, the Soviet Army’s Military Band, and the Melodia Studio Ensemble. He was a grand prize winner in both performance and composition at the First USSR Jazz Soloist Competition. He came to New York in 1991, and now plays with absolutely everyone, including the Mingus Big Band, of which he is now musical director. With the MBB he plays Mingus’ 1927 lion-head bass, and last year he released a simply astonishing solo bass CD “Double Standard” recorded with that venerable instrument. It’s hard to find, but you can download it from digstation (https://www.digstation.com).

Johnathan Blake stands out in a sea of excellent young drummers.  He has both vigor and taste; no group is not improved by his presence. He is one of the people I look for when I go to clubs in NYC – if he’s in the group, I go if I can. He’s from Philadelphia, went to William Paterson, and did graduate work in the Rutgers program (Masters degree, 2007). Some measure of his current stature can be gained from knowing that he’s currently the drummer in Kenny Barron’s trio. He, like Mr. Handy and Mr. Kozlov, has been a frequent member of the MBB, which says something about that organization’s role in nurturing jazz talent. Brava Sue Mingus! You’ll love him.

Picking CDs for this trio of über-productive musicians is hard – there is just so much good material. Here are just a few that I especially like:

For much more, including lots of sound samples, see:

Handy:  

Ray Drummond, 1.2.3.4 (with Ray Drummond, Stephen Scott, Billy Hart) Arabesque

Gunslinging Birds (MBB, Dreyfus)

Kozlov:

Double Standard: mentioned above

Blues and Politics (Mingus Big Band, Dreyfus)

Blake:

Optimism: (with Jaleel Shaw, Lage Lund, Robert Glasper, Jeremy Pelt) Changu CR001

Stay alert for his forthcoming debut as a leader: The Eleventh Hour (Sunnyside)

http://www.craighandy.com/
http://www.borisbass.com/live/
http://johnathanblake.com/
