Jean-Michel Pilc last played here on JazzNights 59 with his long-standing trio (Ari Hoenig, Francois Moutin); this time he appears in the demanding role of solo pianist.

Of course, solo piano has a long tradition in jazz, and there have been some remarkable artists who made much of this demanding, highly exposed, "without a net" style. The best at solo work was Art Tatum, arguably the greatest of all jazz pianists. Mr. Tatum comes from James P. Johnson and Fats Waller and leads directly to Bud Powell and through him to literally everyone playing jazz piano today. Mr. Waller's comment on seeing Mr. Tatum enter a club was, "Ladies and Gentlemen, I play piano, but God is in the house tonight!" Quite so. These days, solo work is a rather rarely heard style, although Keith Jarrett, Brad Mehldau and, of late, Fred Hersch are outstanding exceptions. 

Though surely influenced by these great pianists, and others as well (Jelly Roll Morton, Vladimir Horowitz) Mr. Pilc has other, perhaps surprising influences that may help to explain the strain of lyricism that runs through his work. Here is what he has to say on the subject:

“I discovered jazz through Bix Beiderbecke. I thought it was the most beautiful music I had ever heard. I haven't changed my mind, everything which to me is important in art is present in Bix's music: unique voice and sound, emotion, clarity, honesty, directness, naturalness, mystery, greatness. Bix is music and his music is him. I never forgot that lesson. His only recorded solo (what a shame), "In A Mist", is an incredible gem, one of the greatest solos of all times.

Listening to Bix when I was 8 totally changed me. All later changes are dminor compared to that one. The magic wand touched me and I still can feel it like it was yesterday.”
Jean-Michel Pilc was born in Paris, and moved to New York in 1995. Since then he has been a regular on the New York and world jazz scenes, playing with both legends and newcomers. Mr. Pilc recently received a Guggenheim Fellowship to create a work for octet. He has just been appointed Associate Professor of Jazz at the Schulich School of Music of McGill University.
As one listens to each selection [by Pilc], be they [sic] vintage or newborn, one is taken into his world of improvisation where the unexpected is constant.








Harry Belafonte
     A dazzlingly inventive pianist.”
Nate Chinen, New York Times
     Please join us in January to hear this extraordinary pianist.
Two suggested CDs

What is This Thing Called?  Jean-Michel Pilc, solo piano Sunnyside, 2014

Threedom, Pilc – Moutin-Hoenig  Motema, 2011

